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01. Stories Shape
the World

Stories shape how we see the world. They influence public
opinion, inspire action, attract support, and affect how
people and communities are perceived.

Ethical storytelling is about communicating with honesty,
integrity, and accountability.

At its core, ethical storytelling asks an important question:

Are we empowering people through
storytelling, or are we using their
experiences for our own benefit?

Responsible communication does not ignore hardship, or
injustice. Instead, it provides context, complexity, and
humanity.
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02. The Role of Ethical
Storytelling

Ethical storytelling builds understanding and empathy. It helps us
connect across cultures, amplify underrepresented voices, and
inspire action that leads to real change.

For Ethical Bridge, storytelling
is more than communication
— it is a bridge between
people, organizations, and
opportunities.

It allows us to: 
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Amplify impact and raise awareness

Build trust and credibility

Strengthen communities and partnerships

When stories are told
with respect and

truth, they have the
power to move hearts,

shape perspectives,
and create a better

world for all.
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03. Consent Is More
Than Permission

One of the most important foundations of ethical storytelling
is informed consent.

People should understand:
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Why their story or image is being
collected

Where it will be shared

Who may see it

What potential risks may exist

Consent should never be assumed or
pressured. It is ongoing, voluntary,
and can be withdrawn at any time.
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04. RepresentationMatters
The way people are represented shapes public
understanding.

Ethical storytelling:
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Represents people with dignity and accuracy

Highlights resilience, leadership, and humanity

Avoids stereotypes, tokenism, and
saviour narratives

Reflects complexity instead of
reducing people to labels or
struggles

Representation is not just about
visibility — it is about portraying

people with truth, dignity, and
agency.
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05. Ethical Storytelling
in the Digital Age

Digital platforms allow stories to spread globally within
seconds. With opportunity comes responsibility.

Before sharing, consider:
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Could this content place
someone at risk?

Virality should never come before dignity.

Have we considered the long-
term impact of publication?

Is sensitive information being
exposed?

Ethical storytelling
online is not just
about what we
share, but how,
why, and with
what impact.

Every story we share represents a real
person, a real community, a real life.



ETHICAL INSIGHTS

06. A Continuous
Practice of Reflection

Ethical storytelling is not a checklist.

Before publishing a story, ask: yourself:
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Does this preserve dignity?

Who benefits from this story?

Have we obtained consent?

Is this truthful and contextualized?

Responsible
storytelling 

requires empathy,
transparency, and a
willingness to learn

from mistakes.

Could this representation cause harm?

It is an ongoing commitment to learning, reflection, and
accountability.
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07. Why It Matters

Stories influence how societies understand poverty,
inequality, culture, justice, and humanity itself.

Ethical storytelling has the power to:
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Amplify underrepresented
voices

Build trust and strengthen
solidarity

Create a more just and
connected world

Encourage meaningful
action without exploitation

The goal is not simply to
tell stories. The goal is to

tell them responsibly.
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